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greatest human-being. Their hearts were captured
by Marie's love for pure science, by her scorn of
profit, and by her conviction that to serve is the
true purpose for which men live.
Nothing that they could invent to honour her
was neglected. They wanted to welcome her
everywhere and forgot the long distances of their
great country. They offered her banquets where
the guests were five hundred, and forgot the long
hours. They offered her titles of honour by the
bagful, and forgot that in her own country she
refused them all. They asked her to university
ceremonies and were surprised that she had no
cap and gown. They offered her flowers grown
especially for her, and forgot that she preferred
them wild. Love is often like that; but Marie,
though tired, understood. The only thing she
could not tolerate was the magnificent university
gown they made for her, for to expect her to wear
silk was just a little too much, because silk irri-
tated her fingers that Radium itself had injured.
Marie's first visits were to the women's colleges,
Everywhere she went, girls in white made hedges
to the roads or ran in immense clusters across
fields to greet her carriage. And above the white
masses were always the coloured streamers of the
flags. At an immense gathering in New York the
university women passed in long file before her,
bowing and presenting alternately the Lily of
France and the Rose of America. In another
gathering of ambassadors and the great of many
lands, at which she was given the "Freedom of